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YOUNG GENTLEMAN, Kc. 


D EAR S I a. | 

T being the defire of your good ih 
ther — you ſhould dedicate yourſelf 
to the church, and your own ſober: 
and ſtudious diſpoſition being ſuch as will 
enable you, with God's help, to be of ſome 
ſervice in it ; I, who have now no other 
motive but a deſire of promoting your ſuc- 
ceſs in the great undertaking which is be- 
fore you, ſhould be glad to adminiſter ſome 
little preſervative —_— the religious e er- | 
rors and diſtempers of the preſent time. 

Is am not ſuſpicious of any evil that ſme 
| likely to ariſe from your own breaſt ; but 
B . every 


your ſtage of life, that I need not trouble 


[2] 
every young man, who is not more than 


mortal, hath great reaſon to be upon' his 
guard againſt ſuch as may be infuſed : and 


whether it be owing to a perſuaſion, that 


unrighteous ends cannot be compaſſed with- 
out the credit of amultitude, or to a love of 
miſchief, or to any other baſe principle; it 
is a well-known and a lamentable fact, that 
the enemies of truth and virtue ſpare no 
pains to propagate their own manners, and 


reduce all things, ſo far as their ſphere ex- 
tends, to their own level. 


Of this ſpecies of depravity ſo many in- 
ſtances muſt neceſſarily occur to a perſon 


in any public ſituation, and eſpecially at 


myſelf with ſearching for examples. When 


a young man, who hath been brought up 


to modeſty and ſobriety, is committed to 
the fellowſhip of perſons of his own years, 
ſome of whom have been unhappily left to 


the ways of nature ; what- pains are taken 


to make him a proſelyte to impudence and 


_ debauchery ;/ and what zeal, yea what vio- 


lence is uſed (by his Friends) to draw him 
into the practice of immoderate drinking! 


But who ever ſaw the like zeal andviolencs 


applied by ſober men for the recovery of a 
fot or a debauchee ? though his preſent ſuc- 
"O77 1.0 | ceſs 
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ceſs in this world, and his hope in the next 
have depended upon his reformation ? * 
For the ſpreading of fa//hoogd, as great ac- 
tivity is uſed; if not much greater, than 
for the introducing of immorality ; and for 
this plain reaſon, becauſe if a man's principles 
are corrupted. and his ind intoxicated, the 
ſame work is done in a more effectual man- 
ner. He who ſticks a few thorns into the 
earth, brings but a temporary curſe upon 
it; but he that inſerts the root of a bram- 
ble into the ſoil will have a ſucceſſion of 
thorns, to which Time will always be add- 
ing ſome new degrees of ſtubborneſs and 
vigour. 

If there were to be all this zeal and ac- 
tivity on one fide, and on the other nothing 
but ſupineneſs and indifference, the cauſe 
of virtue muſt ſoon be loſt. How much 
my endeavours may contribute to the ſup- 
port of it, I muſt leave you to judge, My 
attempt is certainly innocent; and TI hope 
it is laudable. A good man will eaſily be- 
lieve that others, as well as himſelf, may 
act upon motives of piety and charity: and 
a bad man, unleſs he is alſo a weak one, 
will never be brought to think the better 
of any truth by ſuch profeſſions as I could 
oe make in my own behalf: therefore I 


B 2 | waſte 
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waſte no words upon recommendatories and 
apologetics, but proceed directly to the bu- 
ſineſs of this addreſs ; in which I ſhall #r/ 
pretniſe ſome general obſervations on the 
power and danger of Error, Then I ſhall 
proceed to give you a brief hiſtory of the er- 
rors and deluſions earlier times. After 
which, I ſhall point out to you the parti- 


_ cular modes of deceit with which we are 


moſt liable to be infected in the preſent age. 
In the next place, I ſhall endeavour to ex- 
poſe ſome of the principal art iſices employed 
by deſigning men for bringing tbeir errors 
into repute. And laſtly, I ſhall lay down a 
few ſhort rules for the preſervation of that 
truth which hath been committed to, our 
truſt. 

I. God, who hath given the lights of 


heaven to the natural world, hath com- 
municated the light of revelation as his 


beſt gift to the intellectual. But we live in 
perpetual danger of lofing this ineſtimable 


bleſſing, becauſe the degeneracy and cor- 


ruption of the human mind hath in all ages 
been oppoſing the darkneſs vf error to the 


ſalutary beams of divine truth; as the 


earth we inhabit is always ſending up miſts 


and vapours, to cover the heaven with 


n ont deprive __ of the ſun's light. 


The 
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The deſign of God in revealing his will. 
is to recall us from the ways of darkneſs, 
and feſtore our nature to that purity and 
felicity from whence it is departed. This 
purpoſe he brings to paſs, firſt by rectify- 
ing the underſtanding z or, as the Scriptare 
ſpeaks, renewing it in knowledge (1). The 
will of man chuſes for itſelf according to the 
motives and views preſented to it by the un- 
derſtanding ; and the actions ariſe immedi- 
ately from the will ; whence it follows, that 
the underſtanding rightly informed will di- 
rect the active faculties into their proper 
channel. But if it be miſinformed the con- 
ſequences are too dreadful and too nume- 
rous to be fully deſcribed: for as a man who 
hath no good principles hath no reaſon for 
being good; ſo he that is poſſeſſed by ſuch 
as are falſe, will act irrationally unleſs he 
acts wickedly : and it is as much againſt 
the order of reaſon and common ſenſe ts 
expect a good life from ſuch a perſon, as it is 
contrary to the order of nature to gather 
* of thorns, ar figs of tbiſllet. The 
danger we are under of contracting falſe 


inciples will appear from. the three fol- 
f Jowing conſiderations : e N 1 


. 10. 


1. In | 
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1. In the conteſt betwixt truth and 
error, we are engaged againſt powers far 
ſuperior to our own. Sometimes indeed 
the Scripture ſuppoſes our danger to ariſe 
from the practices of men (2) upon us; but 
we are aſſured on other occaſions they are 
no more than minifters and inſtruments (3). 
All the workings of error and deceit which 
infeſt the Chriſtian church, and obſcure the 
light of ſaving knowledge, are contrived” 
and propagated by that inviſible ſpirit, who 
is therefore emphatically ſtyled the Va- 
ther (4) of lies; as all the clouds of ſmoke 
and ſhowers of aſhes ſent into the air from 
the mouth of a volcano, proceed from fuel 
kindled underneath the earth, and burning 
out of human ſight. Deceitful men are the 
more to be dreaded for being thus aſſiſted. 
Activity and reſolution may extinguiſh a 
common fire; but all the efforts of man 
will be inſufficient to quench a burning 
mountain; which muſt have its courſe till 
God ſhall be pleaſed to ſwallow up all 
lefſer fires in the general conflagrativi wel 
the laſt day. | 

2. To this it may be added, that the 
mind of man receives with difficulty that 


T (2) Matth. xxiv. iv. (3) 2 Cor. xi. 14. 1 Kin. xii, 22. 
1 Tim, iv. i. Eph. ii. 2. (4) Jeobn viii. 44+ 


truth 


N 

truth which is the ſeed of virtue; but is 
by nature ſuſceptible of the principles of 
evil, which ate rarely offered to the igno- 
rant without being received. He that ſow- 
eth profitable grain muſt wait upon it with 
all the arts of huſbandry ; but bad principles 
and ill weeds require no cultivation; inſo- 
much that he who does leaſt is like to have 
the moſt. When the enemy, in the parable, 
had ſowed his fares amongſt the wheat, it 
is added that he went his way; they re- 
quired none of his attendance ; the human 
heart being a ſoil too well diſpoſed by na- 
ture to bring that evil to maturity which i is 
once caſt into it. 


3. We may conſider, thirdly, that if any 
caution was given by Chriſt to his apoſtles 


in their days, we are bound to regard it in 
a more particular manner in theſe times; 
concerning which we have been forewarn- 
ed, that there ſhould come ſcoffers walk- 
ing after their own luſts, and refiſting the 
truth (5) ; overpowering reaſon with noiſe 
and nonſenſe, and turning the higheſt myſ- 
teries of religion into a jeſt——hat of our 
02n-ſefves men ſhould ariſe ſpeaking per- 
verſe things to draw away diſciples after them 
and that the deceiveableneſs of unrigbte- 
15 2 Pet. ini. 3. 2 Tim. iii.-8. 
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onſugſi under the cloak of wiſdom and god- 
lineſs, or darkneſs transformed into the 
image of light, ſhould ſo far prevail, as to 
decerve if it were poſſible the very ele (6). 
Theſe expreſſions, with others to the ſame 
effect, are as alarming as words can make 
them; and as they teach us to expect, that 
error and impoſture will be more impor- 
tunate than ever as the world draws to- 
wards a concluſion, we ſhall be inexcuſable 
if they do not alſo put us upon our guard 
againſt it. 8 
II. Many falſe opinions, which carry the 

appearance of novelty, being nothing more 
than old battered veſſels brought out of the 
dock, where they had reſted in peace for 
ſome centuries, and equipped with new 
tackle and rigging; it may be of uſe to give 
you, in the ſecond place, ſome brief hifory 
of the errors and delufions of paſt times; in 
which J have likewiſe a farther view of ex- 
citing you to the ſtudy of ancient hiſtory, 
particularly that of the church, as it ſtands 
connected with the hiſtory of the four great 
monarchies of the world “. 2 


_() Matth. xxiv. 24. 
„ Rollin's Ancient Hiſtory is an excellent work: ad | 


De: Newton (the preſent Biſhop of Briſtol) his Diſcourſes on 
Prophecy, n. the firſt a deſerve great at- 
tention. 


Ever 


9 
Ever ſince the fall of man, God hath been 
ſeparating and ſupporting a ſociety upon 
earth, furniſhed with ſuch inſtitutions, doc- 
trines, and precepts, as ſhould lead the mem- 
bers of it from death unto life. This ſocie- 
ty the enemy of mankind hath always been 
endeavouring to corrupt, by ſeducing its 
members either from the faith or the mo- 
rality of the divine law. His main engine 
inthe early ages was idolatry, or the worſhip” 
of falſe gods, whoſe moral characters were 
ſo many examples of all practical violence 
and impurity, which were conſequently in- 
troduced by their votaries as neceſſary and 
even laudable branches of religious duty. 
Pompey is reported to have taken advan- ' 
tage of this convenient relation between 
practical debauchery and the worſhip of the 
heathen deities, when he converted his fa- 
mous theatre into a temple, and dedicated it 
to Venus. He was apprehenſive that the 
cenſors would take cognizance of the cor- 
ruption propagated amongſt the people . by. 
the diſorders of that place; and therefore 
took care to put it upon ſuch a reſpectable 
footing, that ſobriety ſhould be taken for 
indevotion, and reformation for ſacrilege: 
or,asTertullian hath expreſſed himſelf.— Ita 
4. 8 damnatum 
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damnatum opus templi tituls pratexuit, et 

diſciplinam ſuper ſtitione delufit (7). 
With this double device of idolatry and 
immorality Satan made his attempts upon 
the church of ael. Sometimes he led 
them firſt to the ſpeculations of heathen- 
xm, and thence by an eaſy tranſition to a 
| debauched and ungodly life. At other 
times, as occaſion offered, he preſented them 
with all the allurements of luſt, intempe- 
rance, or worldly glory, and thence betray- 
ed them into the blaſphemy of an idola« 
trous worſhip (8): for if his purpoſe was 
but anſwered at laſt, it was always a matter 
of indifference which end he began at. 
Great was his ſucceſs in this way againſt the 
Hebrews till the Captivity of Babylon, the 
ſeverity and daration of which purged away 
all the leaven of idolatry from the Jewiſh 
m—_-;-:- 846 
When the Advent of the Meſſiah was 
approaching, he ſet on foot a ſort of pre- 
ſumptuous and hypocritical righteouſneſs, 
grounded on the opus operatum of the Mo- 
ſaic law. This ſuperſeded the attainment 
of internal purity, and rendered the Meſſiah 


Nn Spect. e. vi. ; (8) See Numb. xxl... 
15. 1 | 8 | "7 2 5 
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unneceſſary as a ſacrifice or ranſom for ſin- 
ners, the principal character under which 
he had been deſcribed by the law and the 
prophets. This perſuaſion had the deſired 
effect: it moved the Scribes and Phariſees 
to reject their Saviour as a falſe prophet, 
and put him to death as a malefactor and 
blaſphemer. . 
I be falling away of the Jews cocafiop- 
ed the calling of the Gentiles, and the 
. Heathen world was ſoon filled with CG 
 tians by the preaching of the firſt inſpired 
diſciples of Jeſus Chrift ; a ſight which 
troubled and mortified the adverſary, whoſe 
will it is, that all ould periſh, and none 
ſhould come to repentance. Therefore he 
ſtirred up the ſecular powers of the earth, 
then at his own devotion, to perſecute the 
church, and affright the ſervants of God 
from their pred by the proſpect of po- 
verty, tortures, and bloodſhed. After ten 
dreadful perſecutions, ariſing from the prin- 
ciples of the Heathen philoſophy and ſu- 
perſtition, the kingdoms of the world be- 
came the 4ingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Chrift, by the reception of the Goſpel. in the 
Roman empire: at which great and re- 
markable criſis, Satan being driven from 


his ſtrongeſt hold of idolatry, immediately 
C 2 | raiſed 


12 
raiſed up in its place the Arian hereſy, 
the birth and progreſs of which runs ex- 
actly parallel with the converſion of the 
emperor Conſtantine, 

By the uſe of this new-invented engine, 
the enemy, who had hitherto made his chief 
attack from without, having now got with- 
in the walls of the Chriſtian fortreſs, firſt 
broke the peace of the church; introducing 
_ confuſion, diſtraction, and perſecution (9), 
together with ſuch a multitude of metaphy-- 
ſical experiments upon the ſimplicity of 
the primitive faith, as ſoon corrupted the 
Eaſtern part of the empire, and terminated 
naturally in the grand impoſture of Mabo- 
met; whoſe innumerable followers are all 
 Anti-trinitarians ; and whoſe chief ſeat at 
this day, by the juſt judgment of God, is 
upon the very ſpot that was choſen by 5 
firſt Chriſtian emperor. 

In the Weſtern church, which. np 
its integrity with reſpe& to the main ar- 
ticles of the faith, the life of religion, after 
the ſixth century, began to be overlaid by 
ſuperabundance of ceremonies, and the pre- 
valence of monaſtic ſuperſtition. Doctrines 
not warranted by the Scripture made their 


(9) For a true account of the ſpirit and practices of the 
Arias heretics, conſult Dr. Cave's Life of Athanafius. 
* 1 7 | h en⸗ 
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entrance by inſenſible degrees; and as the 
age of real miracles declined, legendary 
frauds were ſet on foot, by which the faith 
of ſome men, who either could not or 
would not make proper diſtinctions, hath 
been ſtretched till it broke aſunder in the 
experiment. To theſe abuſes many grievous 
impoſitions were added from worldly po- 
licy and the affectation of grandeur ®, How] 
ever, it ought to be remembered, for the 
honour of this nation, that the old Britiſb 
and Scotiſh biſhops withſtood the encroach- 
ments of the Romiſh ſee for many centu- 
ries: on which account their piety hath 
been but meanly regarded by = zea- 
lous Catholics. 

In the middle ages, the liturgy of the 
bleſſed Virgin was admitted in form, as a 
proper prelude to thoſe romantic expedi- 
tions, wherein all the military force of 
Chriſtendom was muſtered together to wage 
war with the enemies of their Jag b * | 


© When you read the Hiſtory of the Church of Exglend, 
you will obſerve, that the uſurpations of the Roman ſee con- 
tinue in a riſing ſtate from the fx:b to the thirteenth cen · 
tury; at which time they. were become ſo abominable, that 
many learned and deyout perſons, even amongſt the Ca- 
tholics, began to exclaim very freely againſt the Yicar of 
Chriſt, as too nearly rambling the perion and charaQter of 

Antichriſt, | 


whom 
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whom, ſo far as the cauſe of their religion 
was concerned, God had never allowed 
them the uſe of any weapons, but ſuch 
(1) as are are appropriated to the ſpiritual 
Warfare. 7 
It is ſomewhat remarkable, that the 
2 of the temporal ſword in the cauſe 
of Chriftianity, ſhould have been fo ſevere- 
ly rebuked in the perſon of St. Peter, whoſe 
-pretended ſucceſſors have fo often avowed, 
the legality of defending their church and 
-promoting its intereſt with fice and ſword. 
On this occaſion, the fentence denounced 
by our Saviour was executed in a ſtrange 
manner -— They that take the ſiword ſhall 
periſh with the. Sword (2) : for the princes 
of Europe being inſtigated to the holy war 
by the Pope, perſevered in the deluſion till 
two millions of Chriſtians are computed to 
Have periſhed. And for all this expence of 
blood and treafure, the church hath little 
or nothing to ſhew at this day, but the 
figures of antient warriors, and ſome 1 
ments of ruſty armour. 
When the darkneſs of this period happi- 
ly ended in that revival of arts and learning 
| which e on the Reformation,” it was 


001 ii, 4+ Mic. iv. 3. (2 Mat. xavic 3% 
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the intereſt of the adverſary to turn the 
principles and proceedings of that time to 
his on advantage: and accordingly, un- 
der the notion of Reformation, a term very 
reſpectable in itſelf, he took occaſion to 
revive all the folly and wickedneſs that had 
ever entered into the heart of man. Cbriſ 
tians, who had carried on confederate wars 
with Moors and Saracens, now turned their 
arms againſt one another; and the ſeveral 
kingdoms of Europe were converted, for 
conſcience-ſake, into ſo many theatres of 
war and deſolation. 

In the church of Rome, thoſe unſctipts- 
ral doctrines, which had before been ofily 
tolerated and encouraged, were now con- 
firmed into articles of faith, not to be re- 
jected but under the penalty of damnation 
itſelf: and the infallibility of that author 
by which they were eſtabliſhed being one 


of the namber, the caſe became deſperate. 


-Amongſt thoſe who called themſelves 


Proteſtants, ſome there were, who could 
not be perſuaded they were as devout as' 


they ought to be, till they were out of their 
ſonſes (3), and had uſed their utmoſt en- 


deavours to turn the world upſide down: 


(3) The German' MW. and the more maders - 
. | 


while 


; [20.3 
while others (4) could not think them- 
ſelves well reformed, till they had purged 
their ſyſtem of all the capital articles of 
Chriſtianity ; and indeed till they could 
hardly diſtinguiſh their own creed from that 
| of Mahomet; The Socinian being weak in 
= - faith, labours to make all things eaſy and 
|. rational; and with this view takes upon 
him to remove all that Spirituality from the 
myſteries of the Goſpel, in which their 
life and efficacy conſiſts. The ſoul and body 
of a man are two different things; and 
it hath always been a perplexing queſtion 
to explain the nature of their anion. But 

if you ill the man, there is no farther dif- 
ficulty: and ſuch is the Socinian ſolution of 
a myſtery. 

This period brings us down to the pre- 

ſent age; in which we have reaſon to bleſs 
Sad that we find the church of England 
ſtill preſerving in it an apoſtolical ſucceſ- 
fion of government, together with a plan 
of. unadulterated Chriſtian Doctrine, the 
_ neareſt of any upon earth to the apoſtolical 
and primitive pattern. 

Here then we have the ſtage, on which 
the devil is employing the  choiceſt of 
his artifices. 

(4) The Socinians. 


III. It 
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| m. It ſhall be my endeavour, therefore, 

to ſhew you, thirdly; the particular modes of 

. decert with which we are moſt liable to * 
infected at this time. 
I u am far from pretending to have dil. 
covered them all: they may very probably 
reſemble their author, whoſe name is Le- 
gion: yet I apprehend they will all be 
found reducible to the four following 
heads, 1. of Infideltty; 2. Enthuſiaſm ; 
3. Lukewarmneſs; and 4. Superſtition. 

1. For promoting the firſt of theſe, In- 
Fidelity, there are and have been many 
agents at work, who all agree in the ſame 
general miſtake of aſcribing to natural rea- 
ſon a power which it hath not, and an of- 
fice with which it was never inveſted. 

Man, they tell us, as a creature account- 

able to his Maker, is under the direction 

of his own nature, and not under that of 

a divine light and authority (5). But if 
(5) The heathens have ſaid many things which will riſe 


ap in judgment againſt our modern Deiſts,.who go to gteatet 
lengths for the moſt part than ever the heathens did. 


Nec natura poteſſ juſto ſecernere ini fam, 
Dividit ut bona diverſis, fugienda petendis, 
Hos. lib. i. ſat. ii, 


Pliny, in the preface to his 7th book, ſpeaking of hyman 
nature, hath theſe and other remarkable words: flens 
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nature were now in its perfect ſtate, it 
doth by no means follow that it would be 
a lawgiver to itſelf ; it being far the moſt 
reaſonable to believe, that the mind, even 
of Adam himſelf before his fall, ſtood as 
much in need of a divine light to reveal 
Heavenly things to it, as the eyes of his 
body needed the light of the ſun, in order 
to diſcover terreſtrial objects. If nature is 
now imperfect, they can be none of its 
friends who would impoſe upon it the 
fruitleſs labour of working without light, 
and with a depraved judgment, in order 
to forge its own religion. 

That human reaſon cannot furniſh itſelf 
with truth out of its own ſtores, will ap- 
pear beſt from an undoubted matter of 
fact; namely, that it is in many caſes un- 
able to diſtinguiſh that truth which' is of- 
| fered to it; after which it will hardly be 

expected, at leaſt by any chriſtian diſpu- 
tant, that reaſon ſhould be able to mvent, 
what of itſelf it hath not power to receive. 


animal—a ſuppliciis vitam auſpicatur, unam tantùm ob cul. 
pam quia natum eff, Heu dementiam ab 1is initiis exiſti- 
mantium ad ſuperbiam ſe genitos !—Cztera ſentire naturam 
ſuam, alia pernicitatem uſurpare, alia præpetes volatus, alia 
vires, alia nare : hominem ſcire nibil fine doctrind, non fari, 


non ingredi, non veſci ** nen aliud e. 
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The hiſtoty of paſt ages, and the experi- 
ence of the preſent, would ſupply us with 
many notable examples to this purpoſe, 
but I ſhall propoſe to you no more than 
One. | 

The docteine of the reſurrection gives life 
and importance to the whole body of reli- 
gion; without this, all other ſpeculations 
have ſmall power to affect us, and are but 
of little value in a 010 an to death 
and diſſolution. 

In the natural creation a variety of re- 
ſurrections are exhibited to our ſenſes. The 
light of every day dies and riſes again: the 
body of man ſleeps and wakes, emerging 
as it were every morning from a temporary 
death : ſeeds and roots which lie buried in 
the earth ſpring up again, and are quick- 
ened out of corruption: in the autumn, the 
whole verdure of the ſummer falls dead 
upon the ground, but returns to its former 
ſtate at the appearance of the ſpring. 89 
that if the reaſoning faculties of men could 
have inferred with precifion any ſpiritual 
truth from an analogy in nature (the only, 
proper ground of natural religion), it muſt, 
have been this of a reſurrection; which 
yet did neyer make any part of the religion 
or philoſophy of the heathens. This doc- 

D 2 trine 
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trine was at length preached to them by 
St. Paul upon unqueſtionable - authority”: 
but we are told, that aphen they beard of 
the reſurrection of the dead they mocked (6). 
It was the beſt intelligence ever brought 
into the world: it was publiſhed at Athens, 
a ſeat of learning, by as great an orator as 
ever ſpoke: all nature ſuggeſts and con- 
firms the truth of it: but philoſophers, 
through wiſdom, neither believed nor un- 
derſtood it! OUT pI 

Human reaſon then, viewing things by 
its own light, could neither d:/tover this 
doctrine nor receive it. The firſt of theſe 
defects demonſtrates its impotence, the ſe- 
cond its corruption. Vet it is truſted to, as 
if it were capable of dictating infallibly 
upon the higheſt ſubjects. It is boaſted 
of as all-ſufficient by the whole tribe of 
Deifts : and alas! it is ſometimes recom- 
mended in a ſtrain not much inferior by 
divines, that is, by ſome men who ſpeak 
out of a pulpit; from whence I am well 
aſſured it hath given great offence to the 

chriſtianly- affected part of the laity; many 
of whom having laid a much greater ſtreſs 
than either n or We will war- 


(00 tes wü. 3 | 
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rant upon the example ; of a few, and 1 
hope but a few clergymen, have wandered 
from the temple in ſearch of better intel- 
ligence at the tabernacle. 
be office our unbelievers have aſlignetd 
to reaſon, is that of knowing and judging 
of things by inſpection or - intuition : 
whence it is plain, they either know not 
the proper uſe of reaſon, or think it their 
intereſt to miſrepreſent it. For to reaſon, 
is to inveſtigate the- truth or falſchood of 
any propoſition, by comparing it with its 
evidence ; and this evidence ought to be 
ſome fact, of which the outward ſenſes are 
competent judges. But to conſider any 
propoſition abſtracted from its evidence, 
as they conſider the doctrines of revelation, 
is not to reaſan, but to imagine and conjec- 
ture e in which caſe, appetite, paſſion, 
prejudice, and intereſt, will have the place 
of evidence; wit, ridicule, and a few 
ſplendid expreſſions, will have the place of 
argument; and opinion, not knowledge. 
* be the reſult of all. \ 
- Therefore God never appeals to our rea- 
Gab as to an abſolute judge of the propriety 
of what is revealed; but applies to it thro' 
the ſenſes, with ſuch evidence as cannot. 
be 


I 
be reſiſted ®; after which reaſon hath' 
nothing more to do with the contents of 
revelation, than to ſearch the ſcripture, 
and implore the divine grace that it may 
be enabled to underſtand and ſee the fitneſs 
of them. It was wiſely and piouſly ob- 
ſerved by the great lord Verulam (1), that 
if we believe only what is agreeable to our 
own apprehenſion of things, we give con- 
ſent to the matter and not to the author; 
vbich is no more than wwe ſhould allow to a 
Saſpefied or diſcredited witneſs : but that faith 
which was accounted to Abraham for rigbte- 
ouſneſs," was of ſuch a point as whereat Sarah 
laugbed ; who . WAS an . of nurn. 
ral reaſon. 

If you are attentive to the diſtinQion 
between knowledge and 'opinion, and alſo 
between the 2 of reaſon and the ab-f§ of 
it, you will be able to ſee through moſt of 
the workings of "mfide/ity, and be ſecured 
againſt the deluſion of it. You will like- 
wiſe ſee the reaſon, why they who are in- 
fidels in reſpect to the chriſtian myſteries, 
are frequently ſceptics at large in reſpect of 
other Wis af : 1 W the natural con- 


3 7 be pcs that I de in | my Father's name, thy * vit 
neſs of me. John x. 25. 
(1) Adv. of Learn. 
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ſequence of their method, which is radi- 
cally abſurd, and can lead them er 
to no concluſion whatſoever. 
2. But we are now to be upon our 
guard againſt another ſpecies of deceivers, 
the Enthu/iaſts of the preſent age. 
Wiſe men have obſerved, that extremes 

naturally produce one another. Reaſon is 
now exalted to a ſuper-eminence which it 
never poſſeſſed before in the Chriſtian 
world. It aſpires, like Lucifer, to be 
higher than God himſelf; and in the at- 
tempt frequently falls below the meaſures 
of common ſenſe. The enthuſiaſt obſerv- 
ing this, determines to make no uſe of it; 
but delivers himſelf up wholly to divine 
impulſes and immediate revelations. He 
thinks himſelf fo filled with the power of 
religion as to be above the forms of it. He 
is for taking Chriſt as his ſaviour, without 
ſubmitting to (and generally without un- 
derſtanding) the rules of his goſpel as the 
neceſſary conditions of his falvation. He 
values the grace of God, but deſpiſes the 
outward means by which it is adminiſtered; 

and thereby reduces himſelf to the miſe- 
rable dilemma of being unable to diſtin- 
guiſh between the Merit 4 truth ang the 
Spirit 1 error. i 
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The grace of God, by his own 2ppoint- 
ment, is always conveyed to us through 
ſome outward and  vifible- inſtitutions, 
which ſerve as pledges to aſſure us of its 
reality, and as figns or marks to ſecure us 
from all deceit and impoſition, Our bleſſed 
Saviour, by his on immediate authority, 
hath given us an outward church, an out- 
ward miniſtry, an outward baptiſm, an 
outward communion, an outward revela- 
tion ; and hath appointed the fruit of good 
works, viſible to all men, as the external 
witneſs of our internal adoption. His re- 
ligion is of a like nature.to man for whoſe 
benefit it was deſigned: it conſiſts of a 
ſoul and a body, and if theſe are ſeparated, 
death is the conſequence. The enthufiaſt 
however cannot ſet up for himſelf till he 
has made this ſeparation, and converted 
his religion as far as poſſible into an invi- 
ſible fpirit, which having'no viſible marks 
whereby it can be known, nor any mira- 
cles to warrant its divine origination, muſt 
reſt upon the word and authority of its 
publiſher, who is at liberty to make what 
he pleaſes of it, and will feldom fail to 
give himſelf a good character. 
The expedients of an inufſible Feen 


abſolute election and reprobation, aſſurance. 
4 (or 
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(or ſelf-conceit) of ſalvation, indęſectibilicy 
of grace, which ſuperſede the uſe of means, 
the outward calling, and the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs, have been found very ſerviceable 
to all the irregular claſſes of modern Chrif- 
tians, who have mvented this ingenious 
method of ſupplying all defects with an 
high hand; and therefore theſe notions 
have been laid down, and are now inſiſted 
upon as fundamental and characteriſtic, by 
thoſe who call themſelves the peculiar chi/- 
dren of God. Thoſe outward ſigns which 
ſerve for the direction and aſſurance of 
peaceable believers, are ſo many obſtacles 
in the Way of every impoſtor ; whence ' 
none of-this ſort ever did or ever will ariſe, 
without making light of the church as a 
mere ſtone wall, and of all inſtitutions as 
dead formalities. 

But if the divine Merch through theſe 
Means, carnal and inſignificant as they may 
appear to a ſelf-exalted imagination, is 
pleaſed to offer us the powers of grace unto 
ſalvation: the ſincere Chriſtian will thank- 
fully acknowledge, that God has an un- 
doubted right to ſave us in his own way. 
He hath been inſtructed, that a weak rod 
, ſtretched out by the hand of Moſes the mi- 

.niſter of God, could divide the waves of 
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the Red Sea and confound the hoſt of 
Egypt : that the waters of Jordan, cheap 
as they were held by the proud Syrian no- 
bleman, could cleanſe an otherwiſe incur- 
able leproſy : and that even clay and the 
mire of the ground itſelf, when applied 
by the Saviour of the world, could give 
light to the eyes that were born in dark- 
neſs. 

If any man then offers himſelf as the 
miniſter of God for the ſaving of our ſouls, 
and we can diſcover that he has this new 
way of bringing it to paſs, under the open 
violation of charity, and in deſpite to the 
method God himfelf hath ordained ; our 
duty is to pray for him that his heart may 
be humbled, and to take heed to ourſelves 
that he does not ſeduce us ; with which 
view I ſhall ſubjoin that warning given by 
our, maſter to his diſciples, and which be- 
longs properly to this part of the ſubject 
If they ſhall ſay unto you, Behold he is in the 
deſart, go not forth; behold he 1s in the ſe- 
cret chambers, believe it not (2) for the 
way of ſalvation is-no new difcovery ; it is 
neither modern nor private; it was in- 
vented neither 'in the feld nor in the con- 


6 Matth, xxiv. 26, 27. ö 
ventile; 
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venticle; but was made as obvious and 
diſcernible as a flaſh of lightning, which 
cometh out of the eaſt, and ſhineth even unto 
the weſt, the Goſpel having been propa» 
gated, and the church eſtabliſhed, in one 
form all over the world. 
The enthuſiaſt, ſuppoſing himſelf to 
have a rule within his own” breaſt, which 
ſets him above all controul, and that every 
ſtep taken by him muſt tend to the glory 
of God becauſe he takes it, is in no diſpo- 
ſition to conform himſelf to any kind of 
 autbority in other men; and if he is croſſed 
in any of his wild undertakings, inſtead of 
ſhewing that meekneſs and charity, which 
no man more loudly pretends to, he is 
eaſily provoked to utter his anathemas, and 
imitate all the fulminating language of his 
infallible brother the pope 

I need not inform you, that the vniver- 
ſity of Oxford hath lately been put upon 
its defence by ſome perſons of this cha- 
rafter, who have laboured as hard, and 
much in the ſame manner too, as Mr. 
——, to make themſelves popular, and 
their governors odious. They take all oc- 
fions of comparing themſelves, as to their 
cauſe, conduct, ſufferings, and adverſa- 
ries, with Jeſus Chrift, and all the primi- 
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tive lights of the church: and do thereby 
lead us to conſider a contraſt, which might 
have been forgotten unleſs they had forced 
us upon the remembrance of it. Patience 
and ſubjection for conſcience-ſake, are 
fruits peculiar to the Goſpel, and of all 
others do bring men the neareſt to a re- 
ſemblance of the holy apoſtles and their 
converts; of whom it was ſaid by St. 
Paul —being reviled, we bleſs ; being per ſe- 
cuted, we ſuffer it; being defamed, we in- 
treat (3) :—But is this, or any thing like 
to it, the practice of our modern apoſtles? 
let their own works anſwer for them; 
which demonſtrate but too plainly, that 
 Jomeof them at leaſt have more fomach 
than conſcience. They have rather been 
reprebended than reviled; but inſtead of 
bleſſing their cenſurers, their ſpirit takes 
fire, and vents itſelf in a tempeſt of rhe- 
toric, exceeding all the bounds of charity, 
and even decency itſelf. They have not 
been perſecuted, but judged by laws enact- 
ed to preſerve that order and diſcipline, 
without which no ſociety can long ſub- 
ſiſt: and do they ſuffer it? No: they fly 
in the face of authority with bitter accuy 


N F : EY 
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ſations; and would perſuade the publick 
they are caſt out only- for the faith of 
Chriſt, and for that ſobriety, zeal, and 
godlineſs, which ſhould, and I hope would, 
have recommended them to all ſerious 
Chriſtians. Inſtead of being defamed by 
authors who blacken them in the dark, 
the names of their cenſors, and the grounds 
of the proceedings againſt them, are fairly 
expoſed to the world : while they, on the 
other part, throw out anonymous libels ; 
poſting up their governors as the friends of 
publicans and finners, gluttonous, and 
wine-bibbers; ſubſcribing with their hands, 
and denying with their hearts, all the fun- 
damental doctrines of the Goſpel ; their 
adverſaries are Scribes, Phariſees, Philiſ- 
tines, Heathens, Goliabls of Gath, Ter- 
tullus the orator, &c. &c. &c. I with 
they would conſider how exactly they agree 
in all this with thoſe raging waves of the 
fea, who in the laſt century overflowed 
both church and ſtate; as alſo with our 
more modern Confeſſianaliſto, Monthly Re- 
vie wers, and even Blaſpbemers and Repro- 
bates, for whoſe opinions, I believe, they 
have a very juſt abhorrence; and if they 
hate their principles, let them avoid theic 
fenen, and- Inke's care not to be aſſociated 

with 


11 
with: them at laſt as children of diſobedience, 
The learned Dr. Nowell hath fet their whole 
cauſe, and its noiſy advocate, in a very 
diſagreeable light without ailing at either; 
and if they are not filenced when every body 
_ elſe is ſatisfied, in this they only follow the 
example of their predeceſſors, and verify 
that obſervation of biſhop Bull, —bawl they 

will to eternity. 
Inſtead of making any farther remarks, 
which would be both foreign to my deſign, 
and alſo unneceſſary in themſelves, I ſhall 
cloſe this part of my ſubject by preſenting 
you with the picture of an Entbuſiaſt, as it 
was drawn by a great maſter of divinity, 
ſentiment, and expreſſion, who while alive 
was deficient neither in the forms nor the 
powers of Chriſlianity ; and whatever ſhall 
become ef my letter, I am confident you 
will think this piece worth preſerving. 
«© The ſpirit of Enthuſiaſm puts out the 
*« eye of, reaſon, and deſtroys the ſobriety 
« of religion. It leaves a man no prin- 
e ciple or rule but that of imagination and 
6 imp 2s ; can make him believe that he 
„ js in the exaltation of charity, while he 
* is in the very gall of bitterneſs, and de- 
60 lighting himſelf in the ſin of Ham. He 
is not afraid to * evil of dignities, 
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ie revile and beſpatter both church and 
*- ſtate, to expoſe the nakedneſs of father 


and mother ; and can perſuade himſelf 
that all this is out of an high ſenſe and 
zeal to the glory of God! this can /anc- 
tify ſchiſm and rebellion in his eyes ; 
and in ſhort he can do no evil, becauſe 
he thinks every thing that he does to be 
good; for he has an ?mpulſe for it. He 
imitates nothing of the Apoſtles but their 


miracles ! turns religion into romance, 
and will do nothing ordinary. He keeps 


himſelf in a ſphere above other mortals ; 
whence he looks down upon them with 
diſdain, which he calls picy. His own 
infirmities, if he ſees any in himſelf, he 
calls human frailties ; but all others of- 
fend of malicious wickedneſs ! he is of all 
men the moſt impatient of contradiction, 
or any reflection upon his reputation; 


and yet he ſeeketh not honour of men; 
and thinks himſelf an holy and humble 
man of heart ! he is all made up of con- 
tradition ! proud in his humility ; meek 
in his rage; charitable in railing ; zealous 
in hing z patient in his revenge; for 


unity in ſchiſm ; and loyal in his rebel- 


* fon! he knows nothing truly ; and 


"I" leaſt of all! an FO? to him- 


70 ſelf * 
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„ 
ſelf! he is every thing but what he is 
e he is proc againſt reaſon + there is no 
* method with him but exorciſm / and fo 
« jt js time to have done with him.” (5) 

. Our next danger is from the error of 
lubewarmneſt, which is alſo known by its 
other names of nom. {en ap and Latitu- 
dinarianiſin. | 

With thoſe who are adither downright 
ionfidels nor enthuſiaſts, it is too common a' 
faſhion to regard the Chriſtian religion, not 
as the one thing needful, but as a fort of ex- 
pletive in human life, the myſteries and 
precepts of which may be made ſubſervi- 
ent to worldly intereſt, and convenience : 
and ſome are not aſhamed to own it as a 
principle, that the Goſpel is to be ſoftened 
and accommodated to the times, not the 
times corrected by the Goſpel. 

This Laodicean indifference was ſpoken 
of by our Saviour himſelf, as a diſtemper 
peculiar to the laſt age of the world, in 
which the /ove f many ſhould wax cold(6). 
From this and ſome other expreſſions, we 
have reaſon to expect a relaxation of diſci- 
pline, and an abatement of that zeal which 


c 


| (5) See a 3 intitle Caſſandra, No. II. p. 39 
4. An. 1704. 
6) Matt. xxiv. 12. 
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in better days was wont to accompany the 
Chriſtian faith; and that we ſhould ſee 
inſtead of it a bare nominal profeſſion, 
with little reſolution and leſs patience to 
take up the yoke and bear the croſs. 

Such is the effect of this ſpirit upon the 
laity, as to fink them into a middle ſtate 
betwixt Chriſtianity and heatheniſm ; diſ- 
poſing them to reconcile the ſervice of God 
with the ſervice of Mammon, and to keepup, 
as well as they can, what by its own na- 
ture can never be laſting, a neutrality be- 
twixt Chriſt and Belial. 

When it ſeizes upon men of eccleſiaſti- 
cal functions, it renders them indifferent 
to the due order, government, and diſci- 
pline of the church; leſs. concerned for 
the ſalvation of their people than ſuch men. 
ought and were wont to be: it turns their 
induſtry to floth, their courage to cowar- 
dice. And here I would leave it to thoſe 
who know more of the times, and are 
better able to judge, whether there is not 
a general appearance of ſomewhat too 
much like a good underſtanding betwixt 
the church and the world; a tacit conſent. 
not to trouble or moleſt one another; tho 
all the grounds of enmity ſtill do, and 


muſt remain, ſo long as the world, the 
| fleſh, 
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fleſh, and the devil ſhall o to be 
what they are 
This tate, thowgh-n not alt together hope- 
leſs, is yet leſs hope ful than that of mere 
heatheniſm ; as a relapſe after the cure is 
always more dangerous than the original 
diſeaſe: whence it is ſaid to the church of 

 Laodicea (7), I would thou wert either cold 
or bot; to teach us, that the condition of 
keatbens as yet unenlightened is preferable 
to that of amphibious Chriſtians, who can 
live wth the goſpel or withoyt it: the for- 
mer being more likely to be animated and 
inflamed whenever it ſhall pleaſe God to 
call them, than the latter to recover the zeal 


they have loft. 5 
propoſed 


4. The laſt mode of deceit l 
to fpeak of is that of ſußperſtition. 

Enthuſiaſm boaſts itfelf in the power of 
the goſpel, deſpifing its outward inſtitu- 
tions. Superſtition, on the other hand, neg- 
les the power and ſpirit of religion, aſcrib- 
ing a miraculous virtue to ourward Jon" | 

(7) The learned Dr. More was of opinion, and has 
expreſs treatiſe upon the ſybjeR, that the ſeven chwel 
addreſſed by St. John, are prophetic of wen ſtates of he. 
Chriſtian church, in the order of time to the conſummation. 


If this were fo, then Lavdicea, which is laſt in order, (and 


likewiſe in ſenſe, the name being derived from Aa gun, ju. 
Aicium populi,) was intended to deſcribe-to us the temper of 


* the haſt . with which it ſo ** agrees. 
| . | When 
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. 
When this error is mentioned, we think 
it exemplified only in the characters of 


Heathens, Jews, and Papiſts ; whoſe cuſ- 


tom it hath been to place a vain confidence 
in the ceremonial part of devotion : and 
we look upon it as a deluſion of which 


Proteſtants are in little danger ; amongſt 


whom there are too many, God knoweth, 


who have nothing left of religion but the 
outward form and appearance. They come 


to church with a ſolemn countenance, and 
ſend their children thither to be baptiſed, 


and think it neceſſary to appear at the 
Lord's table; and fo fat as Chriſtianity is 
w . are willing enough to be ſaved by 
it: while it appears too plainly, that no 
3 of their religion has any ſhare in 
their A ectians, becauſe it ſeldom or never 
makes any part of their converſation. , 


When they hear or ſpeak of worldly things, 


we may perceive they are in earneſt ; but 
if they ſubmit to hear of heavenly things 
once a week within the walls of the church, 
nothing farther is to be expected from 


them. And this empty ſhell of religion, 


they think, is as much as any prudent per- 
ſon ought to pretend to, unleſs he will run 
the hazard of being reputed a Methodift by 
thoſe, who do not know, or at leaſt have 
es at not 
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not conſidered, whether there is any differ- 

ence between a bigoted Calvin it and a 
rimitive Chriſtian. 

The true ſtate of the caſe is this. He 
that would be ſaved from the penalties of 
fin in the world to come, muſt firſt be 
ſaved from the dominion of it in this world. 
God hath therefore demanded of us the 
ſeryice of the heart ; and all the external 
forms of religion are deſigned as a body, 
of which, faith, devotion, and love to 
God and man, are the ſoul and ſpirit. He 
7s Jeu, ſaid the Apoſtle, whozrone inwardly; 
and we may affirm him to be a Chriſtian, 
who with' the ſpirit, as well as the body, 
ſerves that God who is the father of both. 

I fay then, it is the heart God hath re- 
quired of us: but a worldly man will be 


trying whether he cannot part with ſome- 


thing elſe as an equivalent. He will of- 
fer loch a ſervice as conſiſts with an un- 
profitable life of careleſſneſs and pleaſure; ; 
and at his death, perhaps, will give to 
fome | hoſpital, or other faſhionable cha- 


rity, a part of that wealth which cannot 


be carried away with him ; and if God will 
vouchſafe to turn the Cbriſtian life into a 
traffick, and accept of ſuch ſordid com- 
mutations, then he has ſome reaſon to 
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think he ſhall be faved ; and what Chrif 
hath repreſented to us as the moſt difficult 
thing in the world, will be found the ea- 
fieſt of all, namely, for à rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God. 
This outſide of religion is cheap and 
eaſy ; it has nothing of the. croſs, the 
yoke, or the burden in it: and what is 
very grievouſly to be lamented, Chriſtians 
of this claſs find a moſt convenient ſubter- 
fuge in the reproach that is caſt upon Me- 
thodiſm, and in that abuſe of words, in 
which the Rhetoricof the Devil doth chiefly 
conſiſt. They never could have invented 
ſo plauſible a defence as the father of ſo— 
phiſtry has now put into their mouths : . 
prayer, and religious converſation, and a 
detachment from worldly vanity, are (to 
the beſt of their knowledge) the charaQte=” . 
riſtics of Methodſm ; and as all approaches 

to enthuſiaſm are to be carefully avoided, 
their lifeleſs profeſſion is thought to be as 
much as can be followed with _ and 
reputation. 

As it would be too ſhocking affirmin 
ſo many words that God will accept the 
ſhadow of devotion inſtead of the ſub- 
ſtance; this of Superſtition is an error 
which no man dares to publiſh otherwiſe 

than 


\ 
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will be his deliverance if he weathers out 
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than by his example. But ſo numerous 


are be examples of thoſe who.a& and 
converſe as if their whole religion were 
reduced to this one doctrine, that young 
people, through the gaiety natural to their 
ſtage of life, are in great danger of being 
.carried away with the current; or of turn- 
ing aſide into the by-paths of enthuſiaſm 
in order to avoid it. 

While I am endeavouring to give you 
warning againſt falſehood and deluſion, 
God fogbid that I ſhould wilfully be the 


2vthor of any falſchood myſelf. I have 


therefore, my dear friend, been as faith- 


ful and inigartial as I poſſibly could in re- 


, preſenting 0 ou thoſe four modes of de- 
ceit, Al, Enthuſiaſm, Lukewarmneſs, 


. and Super /iition, which prevail amongſt us 


in the preſent age. Every private Chiſtian, 
and eſpecially the young ſtudent, to whoſe 
inſ all the diſtempered productions 
of the time are preſenting themſelves daily 
from the preſs, is now under the circum- 
veſſel upon the ſea, attacked 
by all the four winds at once; and great 


the danger and gets ſafe to land. That 
you may be ſomewhat the better Ow 
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IV. Expoſe ſome of the artifices employ- 
edby deceitful men to draw away the _ 
rant and unwary. 
Error maintaining itſelf by its own na- 
tive ſtrength, would never be able to hold 
out againſt truth, which is durable as 2 
rock; and ſharper than any two-edged 
ſword. It therefore ſupplies what is want- 
ing by importunity and cunning. The Thil- 
dren of this world are ſaid to be wiſer in 
their generation than the children of light - 
and experience ſhews it to be equally true, 
that the factors for falſehood are for the 
moſt part much better managers than the 
friends of truth: of which I ſtnall propoſe 
a few examples in the order they occur to 
me. 

I. A great ſhew of zea/ and carndfipett: is 
a method miſtaken people have found out 
of ſeducing others into a good opimon of 
their own. ways. No man is qualified to 
do either good or harm, unleſs he appears 
to be ſtrongly moved with his own per- 
ſuaſion (S). If a man is fight, it s the 
intereſt of Satan to lay him afleep with a 
falſe ſecurity: if he is wrong, then he is 

(8) Ut rdencibus arrident: ita flentibus adſunt 


Humani vultus : f vis me flete; dolendum eſt 
Primum ipſi gibi — Hos. 


ſtirred 
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ſtirted up to the exerciſe of all that. vigi- 
lance in an evil cauſe, which is due paly 
to God and goodneſs. 

In that famous conteſt wherein the true 
God was made known by the ſign of fire 
| from heaven, we ſee the votaries of Baal 

| calling out upon him from morning till 
evening, and ſhedding their very blood in 

honour of their deity z- while the children 

of the true God were coldly halting between 

on oo opinions (9). The Iſraelites were juſtly 
upbraided with this zeal of idolaters, and 

| with their own inconſtancy—hath a na- 
| tion changed their Gods, which yet are no- 
= Gods? but my people have thanged their 
glory for. 64 which doth not profit (1). 

= Heathens, Fews, and Mahometans, will 

[ even aſtoniſh us with their patience and 
wi perſeverance ; while the ſloth and indif-- 
ferenc of Chriſtians muſt miſerably under- 
value their profeſſion. in the judgment of 
unbelievers. How common is it for them 
to think it unneceſſary to ſeek the means 
of life and immortality by attending the 
public worſhip of God, if the moſt trifling 
worldly bufineſs can be pleaded againſt it, 
or if the weather is but indifferent; or the 


. (9) 1 Kin. 18. 1 
(1) Fer. ii. 11. 8 
| church 
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church at ſome diſtance : while the Turk 
will undertake a journey of more than two 
thouſand miles, over burning ſands and 
uninhabitable deſarts, to viſit the rotten 
remains of a falfe prophet ! It is ſo in all 
other caſes of the kind: and as the mul- 
titude are influenced by what they hear 
and ſee in their betters, this pompous ſhew 
of reſpe&t and veneration recommends a 
beggarly cauſe, which hath nothing in it 
to command our reverence, but that reve- 
rence, which ſome men, either through 
wickedneſs or miſtake, have already con- 
ferred upon it. 

Where the Mahometans and Chriftians 
are intermixed, a Turk never meets a 
Chriſtian in the ſtreet without repeating 
his confeſſion of faith—Ged is one, and 
Mahomet is bis prophet. But if a Chriſ- 
tian meets a Turk in the ſtreets of Lindon, | 
he ſtares at his figure, and puts on an in- 
hoſpitable grin at the novelty of his ap- 
pearance. As to his faith, he is not given 
to ſpeak of it z and if he has any to think 
of, he is in a better condition than many 
of his neighbours. In the civil and mili- 
tary proceſſions of the Muſſulmen, it is 
cuſtomary for a man, riding on a camel 
richly ornamented, to read the Koran in 


G ſtate 
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ſtate as they paſs along the ſtreets. But 
how ſtrange would it appear to us, if the 
troops as, they march to a review in Hyde 
Park, were attended by the chaplain of 
the regiment on horſeback, repeating the 
hundred and forty-fourth pſalm—Bl/eſſed 


be the Lord my ſtrengib, who teacheth my 


hands to war and my fingers to fight, &c. 


yet ſurely this would be no very unnatural 
fight, if our truth were but half fo hotly 
purſued as their error. 

This is a fruitful topic, and might be 
carried to a great length: but a farther 
knowledge of mankind, with proper read- 
ing and obſervation, will ſupply you with 
many examples of difterent kinds ; from 
which it will appear, that in critical af- 
fairs, men who are well diſpoſed are fo apt 
to be aſleep, while the cunning and miſ- 
chievous are awake, and ſetting all their 
engines to work; that if you pronounce 
any deſign to be either wicked or worth- 
leſs, from the noiſe it makes in the world, 


and the glittering appellations with which 


it is ornamented, you will not often be 
diſappointed. 


2. As zeal ſerves to ſet off what i 18 evil; 
ſo the faſhion of the world and the force 


of example are of ſpecial uſe to prevent the 
recep- 
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reception of any good. When our Saviour 
approved himſelf to the common people by 
his diſcourſes and miracles, his enemies 
endeavoured to counterwork them all with 
that enſnaring queſtion— Have any of the 
rulers or of the Phariſees believed on him ?(2) 
there being many amongſt the vulgar (great 
and ſmall) - who underſtand no argument 
but this of faſhion and example; error is 
always ſollicitous to procure an eſtabliſh- 
ment in mens opinions: for if this point 
is once gained, it will be an age at leaſt 
before any appeal from popular prejudices 
can come to an hearing. The Goſpel, 
therefore, directs its followers to proceed 
upon more rational ground than that of 
common report; warning us never to be 
influenced by the voice of a multitude: 

and it ſtigmatizes that childiſh humour of 
inconſtancy which accommodates itſelf to 
every new faſhion, as a turning about with 
every wind of doctrine (3), like a weather- 
cock, which conſiders not whether the 
wind brings with it health or peltilence, 


but always yields to the blaſt that is 
ſtrongeſt. 


(2) Fobn vii. 48. (3) Eph. iv. 14. 
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They who know how to take advantage 
of the weakneſs of mankind in this reſpect, 
_ extol what they are unable to prove, and 
explode what they cannot confute. If any 
diſagreeable truth ſtands in their way, they 
aſſure the ignorant it is now an expladed 
dofirine ; a device which ſaves them the 
trouble of inventing arguments ; and hath 
generally more effect upon the vanity of 
ſome minds and the timidity of others, 
than all the reaſoning in the world. But 
let us aſk them what true principles, civil, 
ſacred, or moral, have not been exploded 
in ſome places and by ſome ſort of people ? 
with men of enlarged ideas, who, by tra- 
velling abroad, and making obſervations 
on the worſt part of the human ſpecies, 
have turned folly into a ſcience, Chaſizty is 
an exploded virtue, and Marriage an exploded 
inſtitution; even as induſtry, ſobriety, and 
the fear of damnation itſelf, are all of them 
_ exploded notions with the whole fraternity 
of thieves, gamblers, houſe-breakers, and 
highway-men. | 
3. As a ſequel to the foopgniam, it is 

pretended that religion and orthodoxy have 
nothing to uphold them, but the authority 
of ſome men working upon the credulity of 
others: that the private opinion of Atba- 


naſius 
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naſrus is the foundation of the Trinity ; the 
national eſtabliſhment the only unanſwer- 
able proof of Chriſtianity : that all laws 
for the ſupport of religion are perſecution ; 
all articles of faith, fetters upon the under- 
ſanding : that all the refinements of learn- 
ing and genius are on one fide ; bigotry, 
ſuperſtition, and ignorance on the other. 
In a word, that all the worſt men are with 
the church, and all the beſt are againſt it. 
If from ſome works of figure, written 
againſt the church, all this ſtuff were to 
be extracted, the remainder might be com- 
prehended in a nutſhell. 

Such reflections as theſe, however, ſerve 
to inflame the indignation of reprobates, 
and perſuade thoſe who are ready enough 
to believe in all unbelief, that Chriſtians 
have but little advantage from evidence 
and argument: and thus they become the 
proſelytes of every error in faith and prac- 
tice. 

4. When writers have any notions to 
recommend which may have dangerous in- 
fences upon the ſtate of religion or the 
civil government, it is a great point of art 
to chuſe a proper vehicle. Hiſtory is an 
acceptable thing; and as it is the humour 
of theſe times to regard words more than 

things, 
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things, and to read rather for pleaſure than 
improvement, any hiſtory put into tole- 
rable Engliſh is greedily attended to. In- 
genuous and unſuſpecting readers under- 
ſtand an hiſtory as a detail of facts collected 
together to ſatisfy their curioſity: but per- 
haps the undertaker himſelf had no other 
view, than to put ſucha faceupon the tranſ- 
actions of paſt times, with the helps of 
aggravation, extenuation, ſuppreſſion, and 
a variety of colouring, as ſhould give ſome 
countenance to his own favourite PIs 
of Anarchy and Atheiſm. 

When a juggler is about to ſteal ſome- 
thing out of your pocket, or convey a rot- 
ten egg into it, he looks hard in your face 
and tells you a long ſtory; that the fraud, 
while you are under a ſtate of amuſement, 
may paſs without obſervation. One of the 
greateſt maſters in this way is Voltaire, a 
man whoſe genius hath fluttered over the 
ſurface of all ſubjects. He can ſeldom 
proceed far without throwing in ſome an- 
cient or modern narrative; in the courſe 
of which, there are ſo many tranſpoſitiong, 
reflections, and falſe aſſociations, that the 
reader finds himſelf upon enchanted ground, 
and to his Dy amazement ſees truth, 

| rea» 
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reaſon, and religion, all vaniſhing under 2 
miſt of words. 


5. Biography, or the writing of lives, 
affords another excellent opportunity of the 
fame kind: for in ſuch compoſitions, ſome 
great man, rendered famous to poſterity 
by his parts, his learning, or his piety, 
may very conveniently be exhibited as the 
patron or example of ſome great error, ei- 
ther truly or falſely aſcribed to him : and 
this being wrought up with other things 
that are praiſe-worthy, loſes its natural 
deformity, and ſo comes by an orderly 
gradation to be excuſed, admitted, ap- 
plauded. Thus do. mankind cheat one 
another as they cheat vermin ; not by of- 
fering poiſon in its natural form, but by 
mixing it up with proper aa to 
diſguiſe and recommend it. 

V. I promiſed in the laſt place to lay 
down ſome brief rules for the preſerva- 
tion of that ſacred truth, which God hath 
committed to our truſt. And here I am 
too ſenſible of my own inſufficiency to 
think myſelf poſſeſſed of fo valuable a ſe- 
cret, as the art of being ſecure at all times 
againſt the attempts of evil men and evil 
ſpirits. What I here propoſe is to lay 
down a few plain directions, which, with 
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the bleſſing of God upon the uſe and ap- 
plication of them, will contribute much to 
your on ſafety, and that of the people 
committed to your charge. 

1. And firſt, it will be neceſſary at all 
times to remember, that the fulfilling of 
the miniſtry we have received, is the mark 
we are to aim at; without conſidering 
whether love or hatred, honour or diſho- 
- Nour, evil report or good report, will be 
the conſequence of it in this world. With 
wicked men, all is wrong that does not 
flatter their pride, and fall in with their 
prejudices or intereſts. In this reſpect, 
they are all like that worthleſs king of 
Iſrael, who thus expreſſed his diſapproba- 
tion of Micaiab's integrity I hate bim, 
for be doth not prophecy good concerning me, 
but evil (4). The bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, 
after much experience of his office, laid it 
down as a certain rule, that / Be ' Pleaſed men, 
that is, if he made a point of it to pleaſe 
men, he ſhould not be the ſervant of Cbriſt (5). 
He therefore frequently made men 
angry without intending it : and the fame 
ought to be verified in us his followers, 
who cannot expect to make ourſelves ac- 


(4) 1 Kin, xxii. 8 (5) Gal. i. 10. 
ceptable 


1 49 J 


ceptable to the multitude by bearing dur 
teſtimony againſt their errors. 

If you ſhould guard your hearers againſt 
the aſſaults of ſpiritual pride, by ſctting 
before them the ferocity of pretended in- 
ſpiration, and pointing out the terrible 
footſteps which entbu/iaſm hath every where 
left behind it ;athen you will be in danger 
of offending the Methodiſts ; who will pro- 
nounce you (in their phraſes) to be a for- 
malift, an Half righteous and nominal C * 
tian. 

If you ſhould expoſe che deiſtical religion. 
of Ts and ſhew it to be groundleſs in 
itſelf, and ſubverſive of the firſt principles 
of Chriſtianity ; the high-flying reaſoner a 
priori will conceive a mean opinion of your 
taſte and talents; and perhaps ſtigmatize 
you as an enemy to human learning, be- 
cauſe you. have no great opinion of that 
| ſpecies of metaphyſical learning, which 
(as an excellent writer expreſſes it) will 
enable a man, after a courſe of ſeveral years 
hard ſtudy, to tell you within a trifle, bow 
many degrees f the non-entity F nothing 

muſt be annihilated, before it comes to be 
ſomething (6). 


(6) See Dr. 1 the preſident of Magdalen college 
Ah his n &. p. 17. 
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If you inſiſt on the abſolute neceſſity of | 
perſonal holineſs, - purity of life, and ab- 
ſtraction from faſhionable folly ; the polite 
ſinner will refer you to the claſs of Metho-. 
difts : but then you are to obſerve for your 
comfort, that the word Merbodiſt, in the 
mouths of ſome men, means every thing 
but an Atheift, 1 


And laſtly, if you declare with the 
ſcripture, that God 7s not the author of con- 


 fufion but of peace (7), arguing freely againſt 
the wickedneſs of hereſy and ſchiſm ; the 
treachery and cowardice of ected charity; 
the corruption, pride, vengeance, and diſ- 
order of ſpurious liberty (8); as every mi- 
niſter of the church of England | is bound to 
do by his profeſſion ; then it may be inſi- 
nuated, that you are not ſo well affected 
as you ſhould be to the civil government: 
though it is 'moſt reaſonable to believe, 
that the man who ſpeaks and acts as if he 
thought himſelf in ſubjection to the law of 
God, will alfo make it a point of conſci- 
ence to be obedient to the government un 
der which he is born; and that if he is true 


to his ſubſcriptions he will not be falſe to 
his oaths. 


(7 I Ger xiv. 33. (8) dee 2 Pet. u. 29. 
, Some 


1 
Some of theſe cenſures muſt inevitably 
fall upon you, if you ſpeak as truth and 
your duty will requireyyou to do: but fret 
not thyſelf becauſe of the ungodly, neither be 
thou envious againſt the evil doers ; their words 
are but wind, and their time is but ſhort ; 
and if an heathen could boaſt, that there 
is no greater praiſe than that hatred which 
is the reward of virtue (9), the miniſter of 
Chriſt will be falſe to himſelf as well as his 
office, if he is overawed by the judgment 
of a world, which never yet knew its own 
mind for half an age together, Read the 
character of Milton's Abdiel (1); or if you 
have read it, conſider it again: it will 
make you in love with that honeſt forti- 
tude, ſo acceptable to God and to all wiſe 
and good men, and ſo beneficial in the 
end to yourſelf; when you ſhall hear it 


declared in words like thoſe adopted by the 
poet, 15 


Servant of God, well done ! well haſt thou fought 
The better fight, who ſingle baſt maintained 
Againſt revolted multitudes the cauſe 

Of truth.— 7 
2. A ſecond rule is, to regard the reli- 

gion of the apoſtolical and primitive church, 

(9) Malis diſplicere laudari eſt. 8 E u. 

(1). Par, Loft. B. v. 805. 
' H 2 | as 


[ 52 } 41 


as the pattern by which your life and ye your | 


dooctrine ought to be regulated. 


Works of human invention bee feint 
and obſcure beginnings, and are thence 
forward progreſſive towards perfection: 
but the religion of God, like the firſt man 
he created upon the = came perfect 
from his hands, in the fulneſs of age and 
ſtrength ; and hath ever ſince been in ſome 
reſpect or other upon the decline. It was 
the felicity of the Apoſtles to have the ex- 
ample of their great maſter freſh in their 
remembrance ; it was the advantage of the 
firſt age to be inſtructed immediately by 
the Apoſtles ; and the greateſt advantage 
we can have now, is to learn what face 
the Goſpel wore at that time, when the 
firſt churches, like ſo many virgins, were 
preſented without ſpot unto. C brit. 

Every age hath had that common failing 
of imagining itſelf to be wiſer than all that 
went before it; and the wiſdom of the 
preſent is frequently boaſted of by very ig- 
norant people. Experience indeed ought 

to give the laſt age the advantage of all 
that went before it: I ſay, it ought ; but 
ſo far as the age wants either grace or un- 
derſtanding, it will fail to apply that ex- 
perience to any good purpoſe. The tranſ- 
, | actions 
0 
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actions of paſt times have diſplayed in a 


fearful manner the folly and miſery of ſome 
_ groſs errors; which, inſtead of being fol- 
lowed at this day, would have been ba- 
niſhed from the earth long ago, if expe- 
rience without grace were ſufficient to 
make men wiſer. Then would the laſt age 
of the world de the beſt, which is like to 
be the worſt. But, omitting all theſe con- 
ſiderations, let us allow to human litera- 
ture all that can be deſired ; yet to think 
of improving the Chriſtianity of the pri- 
mitive church, is to ſuppoſe that its doc- 
trines, like the idols of paganiſm, were 
graven by art and man's device; and they, I 
fear, who are ſo zealous in behalf of pre- 
tended improvements and reformations, 
would willingly mend the Chriſtian faith 
by putting ſomething elſe in its place: like 
diſhoneſt painters, who being truſted with 
a valuable picture to clean and repair it, 
bring home again ſome vile copy of their 
own inſtead of it. 

3. A third and laſt rule, is to ſecure the 
people from error by removing their igno- 
Fance. mn | 

A traveller who is in doubt about the 
way, will naturally follow.the moſt beaten 
track ; and perhaps not be ſenſible of his 
error till it is too late to correct it, Every 

£4 igno- 


I +. 


ignorant man is ſuch a traveller as this, 
who knowing nothing for himſelf, muſt 
take the judgment of the multitude, and 
will want- nothing to lead him headlong 
into perdition, but the advice and example 
of bad company, which. is kd where to 
be met with. 

o dreadful are the effetsef evil commu- 
nication, that prudence will direct you, if 
poſſible, to anticipate the counſe] of the un- 
godly, and be particularly attentive to the 
preſervation of ſuch minds as are not yet. 
infeted with corruption. Other reaſons 
may be added, to ſhew that your inſtruc- 
tions are never like to. ſucceed ſo happily; 
as when they are beſtowed upon children 
and the younger ſort of people. When the 
ſoil is ſoft in the ſpring of life, the labour 
of the evangelical, like that of the natural 

huſbandman, is , eaſy. and pleaſant : but 
when it is grown hard and frozen up in the 
winter of age, no harrow will. be ſharp 
enough to break it in pieces. But above 


all things remember, that the only way to 


remove the ignorance, either of young or 
old, is to inſtruct them publickly and pri- 
vately in the principles of the Goſpel (2). 
(2). People are not to be harangued, but catethiſed into 


« principles ; and this is not the proper work of the pulpit, 
any more than threſbing can pals for Jowing—It i is want 


When 
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ay , 
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When wickedneſs is epidemical and in 2 
manner triumphant, philoſophical eſſays * 
and empty leſſons of morality without faith. 
wilrbe of ſmall force as preſervatives againſt 
the contagion of vice and the machinations 
of the Devil. But the Goſpel, if delivered 
in its native truth and purity, will appear 
to be what it Hath always been, the power 
of "God unto ſalvation; and if the people 
hear it in the church, they will have no 
plaufible pretence for rare in ſearch” 
of it to other places. 
Be not tempted then by any of the ſilly 
refinements of infidelity, to think that a 3 
eondeſcenſion unworthy of a ſebolar, which 
even in this world will never leſſen your 
reputation with thoſe whoſe good opinion 
ought to be valued, and will hereafter be 
accounted your greateſt glory and honour, 
that you were not aſhamed f the Goſpel of 
ce There i is 1 £4 approaching, Sir, 


& of ies, 1 has been the true cauſe of thoſe 7 
« numerous ſets, ſchiſms, and wild opinions, which have | 
« ſo diſturbed the peace, and bid fair to deſtroy the reli- 
«« gion of the nation. For the conſciences of men have 
been filled with wind and noiſe—So that amongſt the 
« moſt ſeraphical ://uminati, and the higheſt puritan perfec- 
. « rioniffs, you ſhall find people, of fifty, threeſcore, and 
« fourſcore years old, not able to give that account of their 
faith, which you might have had heretofore of a wy of 
“ nine or ten.“ South's Sermons, vol. v. p. 34. 
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'- when it wittnot Iu — how FM 
* thought of, or how be wer ſpoken of, 
by the, prgud, Arian. ns * / 
moralift ; 11 we have added to he * 
number of the-righteous, hd fought after 
hat praiſe winch c metli only from God? 
3 4% Having now ſaid as much upan this 
X | ſubject as I can expect you ill „0 to, 
and perhaps more than is neceſſary N hall 
lay aſide my pen for the roſes with the 
q expetation of employing it a n in your 
ſervice: for if this letter, in which. 1:;have 
a view only to your principles, ſhould meet 
with your approbation, I may propoſe 
ſomething at another opportunity for the 
advancement of your fudies. In the 
mean time, I hope you will accept of what 
I have already offered, as a ſmall pledge of 
that very ſincere friendſhip and er er 
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